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PEST PATEL ESELABESNED | | 
To the Right Worſhipfull the Magi- 
ſtrates, and to the Reverend Mini- 


. ſers, and other Members of che Cor- 
| poration of Ipſwich in Suffolk, 


Dearly Beloved, [ES 4 
FT 1 Houph I could not with | + 
Al - _—_ decline the | 
Wo ll Publication of tha 1-4 
[ABI] Sermon , which bad| 
ns: been by you ſo earneſtly | 
[de fired - then, when the greatneſſe f | 
your Love and reſpeds to my Perſon, | 
land fun@ion, did for many dayes ex- | 
preſſe it ſelf in a moſt free and noble 
Reception : yet- it pleaſed Divine | 
providence, by a ſore vifztation on my- 
Family, zo obſtru# the pſa | 
p OM | > ” << 
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| T eftimony of that Honour &-T banks 
| Dioceſe, for thoſe ſignal and publick 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

of this Service, ſo long, till I might 
juſtly have hoped to bave been no more 
minded of it. But being diſappointed 
in that hope, I now, thug late, ſend 
it forth, without altering any one Line 
or period of what I thendelivered. 
And although it be but a werySlen- 
der Return for the great favours I re- | 

| cetved from you alone, yet [ maui 
| crave your leave to profeſſe, T hat as 
' 4 Ring, though placed only_ on a finger | 
zs yet a token of Love tothe whole per-. 
ſon ; ſo this little Sermon, though de- 


diced only to you, i intended as a 


which I owe to ali Orders in this great 


avonrs, which, in mine attendance 
on the ſervice thereof, I every where 
recetved. - All the Anſwer I 2s 


mak 
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ly to pray, T hat tbe Church of Chriſt 
in this large Dioceſe, may be beautifi- | 
ed with the bleſſings of Truth. and | 


the Clergy thereof may with all fide- 
| lity deliver the Word of Gods grace, | 
and that it may by bis effetFual opera- 
tion, bave a free and ſucceſsfull paſ- 
| {age into the hearts and lives of the 
people committed to their Charge. | 
And as this is the Continual Prayer, 


| 


' ſo I bope, that through the Aſſiflance of | 


' Divine Grace, it ſhall be the unwea- 
ried Endeauonr of him who defrres to 


approve himſelf 


| 
+ 
| Pa 
An unfeigned Servant of your Faith, 
. and Salyation, 


| Ev. Noxrvic. 


make to ſo great an Obligation, is dai- | 


Peace, of Unity and Holineſſe; T hat | 
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And1 took unto me two ſlaves; the one 1 cal- 
led Beauty, and the other T called Bands, 


| _ and Ifedthe flock, 
| 


—C IN this Chapter wee 
>$=3547 118 have a prophecie of 
| horrible and - final 
Judgemenes banging 

over the Nation of 

the Jews, for' their 

gr — RKRec&ion of Chriſt, 

here foreto!dd. The Judgements are 
| B External, 


Ina VisiTaTion-SzRMON 
| 


£ 
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| verſe 1,2,3. from ſhepherds at home,v.g. 
from Inteſtine Commotions, wer- 6. & 
Spiritual, RejeGion by Chrilts breaking 
the ſlaves wherewith he had fed them, 
| | wer. 9. = 14. & Tradition into the hands 
| of Cruel ſhepheards, ver, 15-17, Cauy- 
| ſes of theſe Judgements, Oppreſlion, wer, 


| 1. His Call to his paſtoral office, verſe 4. 
'| 2. His obedience to that Call, werſe 7. 
3. The Hatred, and diſ-eſtimation here. 
ceived from the paſtors and people, wer. 
8. 12. Laſtly Gods Abhorring theic (o 
unworthy dealing with his Sonne, verſe 


I 3. 
|| The Lord beingwilling to fave his flock 
ſets 4 ſbepherd' over them who ſhould 
| feed them. And a Good ſhepherd we are 
| fure it 1s who could call God My God, 
verſe 4; and although we may take it for 


Syecdoche all farthfull paſtors whom the 


External, ariſing from Enemies abroad, 


} 
" 
| 


| 


| 5: Ingratitudce againſt Chriſt their good. 
— Concerning whom we have | 


— 
— 


the Prophet himſelf, repreſenting by a | 


Lord from timeito-time ſent to acquaint 
| them | 


—— 


et enan—_— 
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them with his Counſel, yet it is evident | 
by the enſuing parts of the Chapter, that 
| Cbriſs is here meant, the chicf and great. 
; ſhepheard,ot whom the Prophet in theſe 
| ations was but a Type. He threatnet" 
them, werſe 6, puniſbeth them, werſe 10. 
was jold by them, werſe 12. campared 
with Mat 27. 9. He principally, and 0- 
ther fairhfull paſtors «nder him, are they 
who here undertake the Charge of this. 


Two Shepherds ſlaves, noting his double , 
vigilancy and ſuperin{peGion over them; 
| By the names of which 1 underſtand Two- 


| people to feed and Govern them. Which | 
Care 1s further ſet forth by a Metaphore of | 


| ſp:cial Ends of Chriſts paſtoral Service : 
' 8» bo Reftore Beauty, and to erect that 
collapſed orderoi doGrine and worſhip 


' which had been corrupted ; for werity of | 


_  dotrine, purity of worſhip, and decency 
, of order, are the ſpecial Beauties of a 
, Church, which render it amiable $ upon 
' theſe accom pts 10 1s that S108 and che 
| Howſe of God therein are fo often called 


| the Beauty of the Lord, and the Beauty of 


B 2 Holineſs, 
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External, ariſing from Enemies abroad, ; 
| werſe 1,2,3. from ſhepherds at home,v.g. 
from Inteſtine Commotions, wer- 6. & 
Spiritual, Reje&ion by Chrilts breaking / 
the faves wherewith he had fed them, | 
ver. 9. = 14. & Tradition into the hands | ._ 
| of Cruel ſhepheards, wer. 15.17. Cau- | | 
| ſes of theſe Judgements, Oppreſlion, wer, 
5: Ingratitude againſt Chriſt their good. 
Shepherd. Conceming whom we have 
| 1. His Call to his paſtoral office, werſe 4. 

2. His obedience to that Call, werſe 7. 

3. The Hatred, and dif:eftimation here. | 
ceived from the paſtors and people, wer. 
8.12. Laſtly Gods Abhorring their ſo 
| unworthy dealing with his Sonne, "—_ 


I 2, 6 
| The Lotd being willing to fave his flock | 
ſets 4 ſbepherd' over them who ſhould 
feed them. And a Good ſhepherd we are 
fure it is who could call God My God. 
| verſe 4; and a/though we may take it for 
the Prophet himſelf, repreſenting by a 
Syecdoche all farthfull paſtors whom the 
Lord from timeito-time ſent'to acquaint 
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by the enſuing parts of the Chapter, that 
Cbriſt is here meant, the chief and great 
; ſhepheard,ot whom the Prophet in theſe 
| actions was but 4 Type. He threatnet' 
them, werſe 6, puniſbeth them, werſe 10. 
was jold by them, werſe 12, compared 
with Mat: 27. 9. He principally, and 0- 
ther fairhfull paſtors ander him, are they 
who here undertake the Charge of this. 


| 


Two Shepherds ſlaves, noting his double | 


| By the names of which 1 underſtand Two- 
| ſpecial End; of Chriſts paſtoral Service : 
; 1, To Reſtore Beanty, and toered that 
collapſed orderot dodrine and worſhip 
which had been corrupted ; for werity of 
 doftrine , purity of worſhip, and decency 
, of order, are the ſpecial Beauties of a 
; Church, which cender it amiable 3 upon 
"theſe accompts it is that Sox and the 
| | Honſe of God therein are fo often called 
; the Beanty ofthe Lord, and the Beauty of 


them with his Counſel, yet it is evident | 


, 


| people to feed and Govern them. Which |: 
Care is further ſet forth by a Metaphore of | 


vigilancy and ſuperin{pe&ion over them; | 


B 2  Holizeſs, 
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| Holineſs, Plal: 27. 4. 48. 2. 50. 2. 96. 


| Veſſels of the Sanctuary, the Sweet Incenſe 
| and Perfume, the admirable State, Order, 


[all ſhadows and Types of thele ſpiritual 
| and heavenly Beauties wherewith Chriſt 


{ter'd and divided people, John 11. 52. 


The Paſtoral Office. 


6.9. lfay 60. 13. 6;. 18. Chriſt in his 
Miniſtery did cleanſe the doSrine of the 
Church in his Sermon on the Mounr, 
and the worſhip of the Church in his pur- 
ging of the Temple,and lo filied his houſe 
with Glory, Hag: 2. 7. and made Beautt- 
fall the feet of his Miniſters, Rom 10. 
15. The Magnificerce of the Temple, the 


Glorious Garments of the Prieſts, the pure 


and Government of Solomons houle, were 


alorneth his Church | 
2. To gather tozether into one his ſcat- 


chat from him the whole: Body may be. 


| joyned rogether and compacted, Eph: | 
4,46. in peace and love one unto ano. 


ther, according unto his prayer, John 
7-21, 22,23. This, I take it, is meant | 
by the Staff called Bands, making of the| 


itick of Foſeph and Judah one, Execk,37| * 
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19, In thole Eaſtern Countries ſuch as 
entred into a Covenant of peace were 
wont to Twifk a Baxd, and upon diffol- 
ving a Covenant to untwiſt it again; 
Whence a Society of men joyning roge- 
ther. in one imployment are ca}led 5>n 
Pſal: 119-61. 1Sam: 10 5, and their 

poſſeſſrons were divided unto them per 

pct And by meaſuring Jines, Pſal: 16. 6. 
78. 55. to note their dwelling together 

In unity. But now #por RejeGing Chriſt, 

<4They who had been before in {manita- 

te Dei, the Lords peculiar people, and 
were knitt together in the Bands of. a Bro- 

therly Covenants wereat laſt Joathed by 

God, wer, 8. no longer conſociated in 

the ſame policie or poſſell:ons , bur de- 

'voured by the Roman Army, and diffi. 
\pated irto diverſe and remore N.tions. 

{ In the words Two thingsare oblerva- | 
ble. The Office or Adminiſtration , fee-.| 
ding the flock. And the great Ends.of 
that Service, Parzty and Yaity , fet forth | 
by the Symbol of two paſtoral Stawer,called_ 
|here by che names of Beauty and Bands. 

| : Touching | 
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| Touching this Adminiſtration of Fee- 
| ding the Flock, we ſhall briefly open, 
| x. The Neceſſity of this Pa$toral office, both 
| ſupreme in the Chiet Shepherd, and ſub. 
| ordirate in his ſervants'and inferiour Mi- 
| niſters. 2. Theparticalar Duties where- 
 1n the diſcharge of our paſtoral Office 
| doth ſtand, which the ſupreme Shepherd 
| is pleaſed to ſecond with his powerfull 
| and molt efficacious Cooperation: | 

Neceſlity 1s Twofold. Abſolute, as 
it isablolately neceſlary for the firſt Be- | 
_ {ing to Be. Relative or Hypothetical , | 
when one thing is necellary in order un- 
to, or upon ſuppoſition of another. 
Obedience unto God is a Neceſſary duty 
-| to be done, Bleſſedneſs, a neceſiary End to | * 
be purſued ; anto the performance of this 
Duty, there is a _—_ to know the 
Rule wherein tr 1s preſcribed - unto the 
| obtaining of this End there is a Neceſ- 
fity to know the Means whereby it may 
be promoted; for underſtanding where- 
of we (hall premiſe two or three Propo- 


| £# ay Fo | x. Though | 


| fitions. 
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| 


\ 


| and others have written excellencly on 


| thoſe Arguments,yet unto a full knowledge | 


1, Though there remain ſoxte ingraf-. 
ted notions of the Law of Nature touch- 
ing God and a ſervice due to him 1n the 
heart of Man, yet that Law 1s much derk- 
ned and defaced by chat finfull Corruption 
which doth as well indiſpoſe the ninde as 
any other faculties unto 1ts due operati- 
ons. Of this blindneſs and vanity we have 
frequent mention, 1 Cor. 2 14: Ephbeſ-4../ 
17,15- and therefore albeir rare things are 
recorded of the moral Vertues of many | 


Heathen men, and though diverſe of 
their Philoſophers, Plato, Ariflotl:, Hiero: | 
cles, Plutarch, Cicero, Seneca, Epiftetus. | 


of Moral Duties to be in a due*manner 


| performed unto God and Men, there | 
is neceſſary a further patefaGzon of the 


Divine will, then thoſe remaining Prin- 
ciples of the Law of Nature can diftate 
ynto us. And this was done by the Mini- 


ftery of Moſer, by whomto the Church, |. 
and unto whom by the Miniſtery of An- | 


gels the moſt holy and perfe& Law | 


of | 
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of God Was fully diſcovered: 
2. Though the Law delivered by Mo» 


| ſes be pure and perfe&,though it be Holy, 


Juſt, and Good, and though the Com- 
mands thereof be Exceeding Broad, yet | 
thereby Salwation cannot be had, ſince. by 
the Law is the knowledge of Sinne, Rom: 
3- 20. and therefore it can Curſe onely 
and not Blefſ: or Save us, as the Apo- | 
ſtle argues, Gal. 3. 10, 11. All that the 
Law can do is to ſhew ws duty, to diſco- 
ver the ſinne whereby we come ſhort of 
duty, the puniſhment due unto that fin, 


and our Impotency to prevent, i1emove, en- 


| dure, or avoid that Curſe. -And Conſe- 


quently there muſt be a further patefa- 
Qion of life and grace by another Pro. 


| phet* 


|  .3 The dodrine of the Goſpel as it| 
ſtands formally diſtinguiſhed from the 
dodrine of the Law, is wholly MySterious 
and. ſupernatural, there are no ſeminal noti- 
ons in. the minde of man from whence it 
' may by rational diſquifition be deduced. 
| And therefore 1t is ulvally in Scripture 
| | called 


es. da. 4 


TN 
| called a Myfterie, the Myfterie of Chrift, 
Eph. 3-4. Cul. 4. 3. the Myſtery of the|. 
| Goſpel, Eph. 6. 19. ofthe Faith, of God- 
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lineſs, 1 T 1m. 3. 9. 16. Hidden from ages 
and generations, Rom- 16+ 25. which eye 
bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hathentred 
into the heart of man to conceive, « Cor. 
2, 9. as a Myſterie, 4bowe Natural Rea- 
ton, as a Mylteric of Godlineſſe againit 
Carnal Reaſon, Except therefore it had | 
beca by ſome Paſtor Revealed ts the] 


knowledge of it- | 
4 Unto the perfeFing of Salvation 
by the Goſpel Two things Concurre. 
A Valid Impetration of Grace by . the 
Merit of Chriſt, And an Effe&ual Appli- 
cation thereof by: his . Spirit, which he 


 \2z4 And it. 1s. not of our ſelves, but.che 


This knowledge of Chriſt is Simply ne - 
; ceſſary co Salvation, Iſoy 03- IT, Fob.8 


Gift of God, Eph. 2. 8. and God works: 
by Hearing, Rom. 10. 17. So there is, 
ooo, b_ 


Church, wee could never have had the| - 


doth by begetting Faith in us, called thei 
faith of the Operation of God, Col. 2. 12. | 
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A Neceſſuty of a Divine Paſtor, by whole | 


| as being the Inchoation thereot. Nothing | 
"can be perfecedtill it be begun, Heb. 1 2. | 


— 


a m—— 
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Teaching this knowledge fo neceſlary to | 
Salvation may be. eftectually. wrought in 
5. The dodrine of Redemption lay- 
eth an Obligation on. the Redeeweed. to live | 
unto him» that, bought chem... Chriſt 


' | therefore: died-and roſe, 'that:he wight | 


be the Lord of dead and living; the Grace | 
which bringeth Salvation, Tegcheth to | 
Deny: uingodlineſs, 8&c. Tit, 2; 11, 12: |: 
SanGifecation is necelfary to Salvation, | 


14. Since therefore Holineſſe:3s Neceſſary, | 
and it belongs 10 bin to whoin this Sex- | 
vice is due to preſcribe the manner of it, 
and fince we have naturally in \us.{gno- | 
rance, Inpotency, and Exnmity, wholly dil | 
abling fcom the doing of it; there is upon | 
theſe Accompts an Abfolute Neceſſity of | 
ſuch a Paſtor who may Reveal the Right 
way of Holineſſe unto us, and may effi- 
caczouſly incline our wills thereunto. Up- 
on thele Grounds we may ice the. Ne- 
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cellity of the Great Paſtor for Revealing 
the ſupernatural Myſteries of Life and 
Salvation by Free grace, for, working 
Faith whereby Life and Salvation may 
be applied unto us,” for Enabling us un- 
to the duties of Holineffe, and remo- 
ving thole Impegdiments of Ignorance; 


| Impotency, and Enmity , - which imdif- 


Pole us thereunto. 

And now becauſe the Offrce of Inferior 
Paſtors under this great Shepherd hath 
in theſe late unhappy and licentious 
dayes by the {ubtilty, or cather bung- 
ling of Satan been. greatly oppos'd, It 
will not be unſcaſonable to ſpeak alittle 
a thezNeceſſity of theſc'allo to feed the 

ock, $2 

Thae which God hath appointed as an 

ce in his Church, is co be acknow- 
ledged Neceſſary. - God hath by his ſpe- 
cial Inſtitution appointed Paſtors and Tea- 
chers in- his Chwch, - whoſe: funQion 
the Scripture owneth as an Office, called 
emioxony & Naxora, 1 Tim: 3+ 1 Col. 4 


Ci ledged 
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| tedged Neceffary- The Lord is fad co | 
have ſer or conſtitured them in his | 
Church, z Cor. 12. 28. to have your! 
tbew to her as patt of her Dowry, 
4. 11, they are ſent forth by hs Lord| 
of the harveſt, Matth. 9 38. They are. 
called Miniſters of Chriſt, Col, 1.7: They 
receive their Miniſtery from the Lord, 
({ Col. 4. 17- He hath »1ade thew: Overſeers 
Ads 20, 28+ Therefore none can with- 
out Sacriledge againſt Chriſt and his 
Church reject them. | 
2.  Neceſfary Ordinances preſuppole 
neceſſary Officers to'' adminilter-them. 
Chriſt hath appoinred necefſiary Otdi- 
| nances to be.to che: End of the world; 
adminiſtred; tierefore the Officers who! 
are to adminiſter them are Neceſtary | 
likewiſe. He did not appoint'aw ork to. 
be done; and leaveit to the wide world ' 
| who ſhould do it, but committed the 
Miniſtry of Reconci]ation to Stewards. 
and Ambaſſadors by him (elefted for that 
Service, 41 Cor. 4-1- 2Cor. 5. 19. | 
3- That which. was Inſticuted for 
Neceſlar ry! 
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eontinue muſt be Neceſſary hkewile 3 

The Office of the Miniſtry was Inftitn- 
ted for Neceſsary Ends, which do and 
will ſtill continue , therefore the Mini- 
tery -by which they are. to be promoted 
is ſtill- ro continue, Thoſe Ends are 
! The prodainning Repentance and Romriſſe- 
on of Sins, the bringing Glad tydings of 
| Good hings, the rurning men from dark- 
| neſs 10 light, and from the power of Satan | 

unto G: LY the ſaving of ety the perfe- | 


' Ch: iſt, the zouriſhing z of men - in the ' 
| wore of faith, the ſpeaking a word in | 
ſeaſun to the weary, to ſhew forth the 

Lotds death till he come; Thele and 
ſuch lisxe great and weighty workes 
che Apoltle calleth TELL Fraxonas, Eph. 


be done, the miniſtery whereby they. 
are toe done muſt remain hikewile. .- 
But 1t may be Objected, others may" 
promote theſe Ends as well as Miniſters; 
all Beleevers are commanded to Com: 


Neceſſary Ends, ſo long as thoſe Fnds | 


| ing of Saints, the Edifying the body of | 


4.12, SO lopg 3s thele wo: ks remain to,| 


fort, | 
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= tort, 'Supporr, Edifie one another , 
I Theſs- 5. 1:14 Fad, w 20. therefore 
naneed of ſuch an Office tor the doing 
| of them.'' ic» 

Wearfwer; Alchough every private | 
| Chriſten in his place and ſtation dught 
to miniſter grace tothe Hearers, to have 
his ſpeeches feafoned with Salt, and fir- 
ced tothe uſe of edifying, yet theſe great 
, Works are not done with the ſame au- 
thority, efficacy; certairity; or order, by | 
a private hand as'by pub: ick Officers. 

1 Not with the fame Authority. A 
Learned Lawyer may reſolve a mans 
' Caſe as truly as a Fudge but when he 
hath a Sentence declared by the Judge, 
this doth more aflure and quiet him, 
becaufe it is a Sentence not only of 
truth but of autharity. | Miniſters ſpeak 
and exhort and rebuke with Authority , 
Ti. 2.15. 

2' Not wich the ſais Ef cacy ; for 
the'Lord hath made them Able Miniſters 
2:Cor:-3.6, furniſhed them with power 
for: Cſtarlow; 2 Cor." 13.'10, an- 

nexed 


it 
| 


ye 
2 pms Arities. 
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The Patteral Office | 


annexed a ſpecial promiſe ;of Bleſſirig unto. | 
their ſervice, Marth. 28. 20, the Goſpel 
miniſtred: by them- is not in word —_ 
bat in power, » Thelf.1. 9. not derdara- 
tive only, but operative, they being thete- 
in workers together with God, Cor. 3 9: 
4:Cor 6.8. 2:7 4 now 5 


3: Nor with the ſome Certotar)y/ for | : 


How cit be expected thar:the Caſes 
 and:Conditions -of particular Conſcien- 
ces ſhould be fo well looked after by-pri- 

wate Men who have Callings of their own 
ro divert them, as by thoſe whoſe whole 
work it is-to overſee the Souls: .com- 
mitted ro:their Charge, ro whom they 


may inevery-caſe of dificulty reſort for 


Counſel ? Oc how can { expect. ordinarily 
as fall Satisfalion from a private Brother, 


as from one whoſe duty its to give him- 


ſelf wholly to theſe things, whoſe Con- 


ſtant'Buſineſſeit is to give attendance co |' 


' reading, roexhortation, ro:do@rine; to 


meditate on then, 'to takeheed unto | 


them, to continue 1n them; that his pro- 


= Not 


k firing may appears co all? 1 Tine-4423+ 16. 
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Fl Nor with the ſame "Order; God is 
in all:his works, much more in his Church 


a Gold ot Order, 1 Cor. 14- 33. If the 


Apoſiles themſelves fcund it difficalt to 
attend the Word of God, and Tables, Atts 
6. 2. It cannot but be much wore difficult 
for private Bretbren to attend their own 


{ domeſtical callings, [and the publick 


concernments'of the Charch of God. 
If a great pole ſaid Who is ſufficient for 
theſetbings;:2- Cor: '2- 16. ſhall we judge 
private; perſons fit enough for them f If 
| in che'Body God harh' ler ſeveral Mem- 
| bers for {ſeveral uſes ; ſhall we think ſo 


| weighty difficult, and important a fer- 


| vice: as publiſhing the glad tydings of 
Salvation, ſhould be intruſted at large 
:n every hand, and no peculiar Officers 
ſer apart for the diſpenſing.of it ? 
4. We nny inferre this Neceſlicy from 
the Titles given by God unto _thefe his 


| Officers; they are called '4vgels, Rey. 1 
. | 204; Amhbaſſadars entruſted with the mi- 


 niſtery/of (Reconciliation, 2 Cor, 5- 20 


| Stewards:\of . the. myſteries of God, 


\. [ff 
(JO#f34 4A I Cor, 
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| 
3 Cor. 4.1; 2, I atchmen and Overſeers | : ; | | 

of the flock, Ezck. 3- 17. Ads g0- 28 | 
Shepherds, 1 Pet- 5. 3. Teachers diſtin- | [| 
guiſhed from the people taught, Gal. | 
6. 6. Preachers ſent co publiſh peace, | 
Rom. 1C- 14+ Builders, Planters, Huſ- . 
; 


bandmen, Scribes mſtructed for the king- 
dom of God, All which Metaphorical 
| expreſſions import Serwices of abioJute # 
Neceſſity in States and fayailies. There | "28 WW 
are mutual and reciprocal Duties injoyned | | | 
by God upon themand the people, they 
to watch over the flock, and theſe to lowe, 
bonour, eſteem and encourage them. If | . _ l 
'they be not: neceſiary Officers . in the | 
Church,why ſhould there lic upon them | | 
ſo ſevere a Charge, why ſhould there be | 

due unto them {o great a reſpe& ? 
5s They whom the Apoſtles took 
Order to be provided for the ſervice of | | | 
the Church, are neceſlary Officers theres | 
of; for had they been ſuperfluous, they | | 
would not have burdened the Church L ! 
with them- But the poſtles took ſpecial | 
Order for the ſucceſſion of Miniſters tn | | 
| D | the | 1 


cali — \ 
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4 Not with the ſame Order; | God is 
inal{-his works, much more in his Church 
a God ot Order, 1 Cor. 14- 33. If the 
Apofiles themſelves fcund it difficalt ro 
attend the Word of God, and Tables, Acts 
6. 2. It cannot but be much more difficult 
for private Bretbren to attend their own 
domeſtical callings, and the publick 
concernments'of the Charch of God. 
If a great FpobHe. (aid Whos ſufficient for 
theſethings;;2 Cor: '2- 16. ſhall we judge 
private: perſons fit enough for them 2 Ii 
[In the 'Body God hath ſer ſeveral Mem- 
| bers for {ſeveral uſes ; ſhall we think fo 
j weighty; difficult, and important a ſer- 
| vice: as publiſhing the glad tydings of 
Salvation, ſhould be intruſted at large 
:inevery hand, and no peculiar Officers 
ſct apart for the diſpenſiog.of it 2. 

4. We my inferre this Neceſlicy from 
the Titles given by God unto _thefe his 
Officers; they are called '4vge/s, Rey.1 
| 20; Ambeſſedars entruſted with the mi- | 
| wiſtery' af ;Reconciuation, 2 Cor, 5-. 20 
| Steward#:;;of: the myſteries 'of God, 


| 0 4 
130#4 ;4 & Cor, 
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| 
| 

x Cor. 4.1, 2, Watchmen and Ovetſeers,| | f 
| 


of the flock, Ezek. 3- 17. Ads $0. 28 == 
Shepherds, 1 Pet- 5. 3. Teachers diſtin- | (| 
guiſhed from the people taught, Gal. i 
6. 6. Preachers. ſent co publiſh peace, [| 
Rom. 1c. 14: Builders, Planters, . Huſ- | 4! 
bandmen, Scribes inſtructed for the king- | [| 
doin of God, All which Metaphorical | _ 
expreſſions import Serwices of abiolute 
Neceſſity in States and families, There | 
are mutual and reciprocal Duties injoyned | 
by God upon themand the people, they'| 
20 watch over the flock, and theſe to lowe, | 
honour, eſteem and encourage them. If 
they be not neceſſary Officers in the 
Church,why ſhould there lie upon them 
ſo ſevere a Charge, why ſhould there be 1 
due unto them {o great a reſpec ? » Is 
5 They whom the Apoſtles took | 
Qrdex to be provided for the ſervice of . 
the Church, are neceſlary Officers theres | 
| of ; for had they been ſuperfluous, they W!. 
| would not have burdened the Church | 
with them- But the {poſtles took ſpecial [ 
| Order for' the ſucceſſion of Miniſters in 
D | the 
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The Paftordl Office. | 


the Church, they Ordained Elders them- 
ſelves, Ads 145 23. they direfied Timo» 
thy and Titzs todo fotoo, 2 Tim. 2. 2. 
Tit. 1+ 5. they call upon them to attend 
their ſervice, Col. 4. 17- xPet.s5. 1, 3. 
they call upon others to obey and encou- 
rage them, Heb,13.17- Gal. 6. 6- Now 
certainly they would not have taken ail 
this Care, nor put the Church to fo 
much duty and charge, if the Office 
were not neceſlary to the Good and In- 
tereſt of the Church, | 
. Adde hereunto the wninterrupted pre- 
ſcription of all ages ; for not to menti- 
on the Heathen Nations, where we find 
perſons ſeparated for divine worſhip, in 
Egypt, Gen. 47. 22. in PaleSiine, 1 Sam. 
6- 2. in Lycaonia, AQS 14. 13. Such 


amongſt the Perſeans, the Brachmanni 
amongſt the Indians, the Druide a- 
monglt the Ganles, the Pontifices , Au- 


| gures, Flamines, andothers amongſt the 


Romans; and to keep torhe Church of 


God, we read in the beginning, of E- 


noch 


—_—. "_ ſ—_ 


| were the Chaldeans in Babylon, the Magi| : 
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och a Prophet, Noah a Preacher, {bra- 
ham a Prophet, Melchiſedech a Prieſt, of 


the order of Prieſts aud Lewites in Iſrael, | 


before whom the firſt. born of the chie 
of the Families did bear that Honor; fer 
we read of Prieſts before the Lakes 
Order was inſtitated, Exod- 19. 22. 


| Aﬀter that the Evangelical Miniſtry be- 
ganin Jobn, continued in the Twelve Dif- | 


ciples and Seventy Elders, beld onina con* 
ſtant Succeſſt zon, Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
appointed it, and never repealed their 
.own order. If Jephte bis preſcription of | 
' 3oo- years poſſeſſion was a goed plea, 
Judges 14. 26. much more the Chur- 
ches of 1E00. 

And now, dear Brethren, fince our 
office is of 1o- great neceflity to. the 


Church of God, it greatly concerneth | 


us to be duly EET, | affeed, with all 
fear and trembling to diſcharge ſoimpor- 
tant duties for the ad miniſtration where- 
of this funCtion hath been divinely infti- 
tuted, 'By the Holineſs and Exemplarineſs 
of our Lives, by the Evidence, authority, 
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and purity of our Doctrine » to keep our | 
ſelves abowe the Contempt of men, not to » 
ſuffer any to deſpiſe us, to magnifre our 
office, and to bear up that double- Honour 
which the Lord hath awarded unto thoſe 
chat Labour in the Word and Do&Grine. 
That in all things ſhewing our ſelves par- 
terns of good works, In our Dofrine 
ſhewing incorruptneſle, gravity, ſincerity, 
ſound ſpeech which cannot be condem- 
ned, men that are againſt us may be a- 
| ſhamed having no Ewil thing to ſay of 

us. And this leadeth to the Secondthing 
propoled, the Conſideration of the Du- 
ties wherein the diſcharge of this Paſto- 
ral office doth ſtand. 

The word Feed is an uſual Metaphore 
to expreſle the render Care and Gentle Go. 
vernment which men are to exerciſe o- 
ver thoſe who are Committed. to their 
Cuſtody. Itis uſed frequently not only 
in Scripture, Pſal. 77. 20» 78, RB Ezck. 
34.23. 11a. 49.11. John 10- 11+ 21, 15 

1.7:..1. Pet: 5+.25 but inprofane authors , 
| as. Xenophon makes the Comparilpn in 
[| | t the 
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the beginning of his C yropedia , and 


_ |Homer calls Agamemnou Toluzhe Aawy, the 
- Paſtor of the people, Knew ya, ONE that 
" '|takes care of the flock. There is. like- 
wiſe a Synecd»che of the part for the 


_ | whole, one particular of the Office be- | 


ing put forall the reſt, Here then we 
' might enter into alarge field, x. In 0- 
Pening, the Paſtoral Office of Chriſt, as he 
came to Seek and to fave his Loſt ſheep ; 
'to Rule them by his royal authority ; to 
| Lead them by -his moſt holy example ; . 
'to. feed them oupal , cual, mrevpals, 
frpetle, by his Body, Blood, Spirit, and 
' Word, to Heal and bind them; to fold 
and defend them, to reſcue and deliver 
| them out ofthe mouth of the Wolf and 
[Lion 2 In ſetting forth the whole du- 
o of the Under-ſpepherds which they 
' owe to the flock. of Chriſt, as they 
| have entruſted vnto them this Miniſtery 
" of Reconciliation, which Miniſtery ſtand- 
reth in 4 things, x In offering up the Jpi- 
ritual Sacrifices of prayers and praiſes in 
{the name and; boil of the Church | 
unto 


; 


| 


+ <—— 


[22 ThePaſtoral Office 
| ]unto God, and to bleſſe in his name. 
2 In adminiſtration of the Seals or $a- 
craments. 3 In Exercifing the power of | 
Binding and looſing, of retaining and re-. 
|mitting of finnes towards particular coz- 
tumacious finners in the one Cafe, or pe- 
nitent finners in the other- 4 In Prea- 
ching the glad tydings of Salvation ro 
the Church : But becauſe it is not pol- 
ſible to handle ſo many weighty parti- 
culars inthis little Scantling of cime, 1 
ſhall Keep: 10 the mot narrow and formal 
ſenſe of the word Feed, as it relateth to 
the ſpiritual tggd of the foul, the pa. 
ſtures of life, the word of God, for v1; 
ten Felwn Aoyw! eTIaTKy AS Bafil Selenc.. 
ſpeaketh, The food of the ſoul is the 
feaſt of the word , whereunto polltbly 
theaApoſtle may allude, when he requi. 
reth Timothy oploTouely  Aoyor, 2 Tim, | 
2.15. as the Miniſtery of the Word and 
Spirit is compared. by the Prophet to a 
royal and magnifitent Feait, \fa- 25-6.| 
| Prov- 9-1, 2+ Rev. 3, 20. | 

This Great work of Preaching is ap- 


pointe! 
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pointed by God as a means and Infru- | 
went of begetting Faith in the people, and 
enrning them from the power of Satan un- 
| |[toGod, By .Evidencing divine truth 
unto the Conſcience, 2 Corinth. 4. 2. 
that a mans ſinne may find him our to 
[make him penitent, and he may finde 
Chriſt out co make him bleſſed ; By 
| Flopping the mouthes of Gainſayers, By 
Reproving thoſe that finne out of Irfer- 
mity with meekneſſe, Gal. 6. 1. out of | 
Contumacy with ſharpneſſe, Tic: 1. s 3, 

all with Autbority, Tit. 2» 15. By Ex- 
borting with ſtrong Arguments, and with 
winning perſwaſions unto the obedi- 
[ence of the truth, 2 Cor, 5. 20. By 
comforting and powring Balm into wound- 
ed Spirits, removing fears, reſolving | 
doubts, ſpeaking peace, ſhewing a man 
his righteouſneſſe, and delivering him 
[from going down into the pit, Iay 49+ 
j1+ Job 33-23. By differencing the Sheep 
from the Goats, the chaff from the whear, 
the precious from the vile, him that fea- 
reth God from him that jeareth him nor. 


The| 
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| TegÞn Felwy A0y/W) ECTIQT Hy AS Bafil Seleuc. 


2 In adminiſtration of the Seals or Sa- 
craments. 3 In Exercifing the power of 


tumacious finners in the one Caſe, or pe- 
nitext finners in the other- 4 In Prea- 


the Church : But becauſe it is not pol- 
ſible to handle fo many weighty parti- 
culars inthis little Scantling of cime, 1 
ſhall keep. ro the mo$Þ narrow and formal 
ſenſe of the word Feed, as it relateth to 
the ſpiritual food of the foul, the pa. 
{tures of life, the word of God, for v5; 


ſpeaketh, The food of the ſoul is the 
feaſt of the word , whereunto pollibly 
the Apoſtle may allude, when he requi. 
reth Timothy oploTouely T AOY/0, 2 Tim, 
2.15. as the Miniſtery of the Word and 
Spirit is compared. by the Prophet 79 a 


This Great work of Preaching is ap- 


Binding and looſing, of retaining and re- 
|mitting of finnes towards particular cou- 


ching the glad tydings of Salvation to 


royal and magnificent FeaSt, \fa- 25- 6.| 
| Prov. 9-1, 2+ Rev. 3, 20. | 


! 


| 
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| comforting and powring Balm into wound- 


{doubts, ſpeaking peace, ſhewing a man 
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tnrning them from the power of Satan un- 
toGod, By Ewvidencing divine truth 


pointed by God as a means and Infiru. | 
| went of begetting F aith in the people, and 


unto the Conſcience, 2 Corinth. 4. 2. 
that a mans ſinne may find him out to 
make him penitent, and he may finde 
Chriſt out to make him bleſſed ; By 
Fiopping the mouthes of Gainſayers, By 
Reproving thoſe that finne out of Infer- | 
mity with meekneſle, Gal. 6. 1. ' out of 


| Contumacy with (harpneſſe, Tic- 1. s 3. 


all wth Authority, Tit. 2. 15. By Ex- 
horting with ſtrong Arguments, and with: 
winning perſwaſions unto. the obedi- 
ence of the truth, 2 Cor, 5. 20. By 


ed Spirits, removing fears, reſolving 


his righteouſneſſe, and delivering him 
from going down into the pit, Ifay 40- 


11+ Job 33-23. By differencing the Sheep | 


from rhe Goats, the chaff trom the wheat, 


the precious from the vile, him that tea- 


reth God from him that feareth him nor, 


The| 
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| Theword of ( Grace thus Man:ged 1 the 


| Ordioary Inftrument which God uleth 
to ſanGifie us, John 17+ 87. to form Christ 


E in us, to derive the (pirit upon us , and | 


| to turn us tothe Lord, And the Mint: 


| 
- | 


Duodamme- 
' do ante diem 
Fadicii Jus 
aicant, Hie- 
ron, Ep. ad 
4 Heliodorum 


ſter of Chriſt who duly preacheth it, is 
bis Herald, and {mbaſsador, nigvz & rexiup 
mpiopus w «piry, © proclaum warr againſt 
the R ebellious, and to publiſh Remiſſſ» 
on of ſinnes unto thoſe that repent and 
believe. 

Ard{m uch hath Chriſt honoured 
his Stewards in the faithfull diſcharge 
of this 'their Miniſtery, that though 
they be but weak men, yet ſuch effects 
are aſcribed unto them as are proper un- 
to God alone. They are ſaid to forgive 
ſinnes, John 20. 23. to convert and to 
ſave ſouls, Jam. 5- 20+, 1 Tim. 4- 16. to 
deliver men from going down into the 
pit. Job 23. 24+ to revenge all- diſobedi- 
ence, 2 Cor. 10. E. and fo Judge wic- 
ked men, Ezek. 20+ 4. None of which 
can be effected, but by God alone; The 
Exccllency of the power belongs un- | 

to 
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culpe niſe per Gratiam, Sed Gratiam dare 
eſt potentie Infinite, faith Alex. Hales, 
and therefore Peter Lumbard, and after 
him Altiſſzodorenſts, Bonaventure, Occham, 
Biel, and divers: other Schoolmen do aft- 
tirm, per banc poteStatem non poſſe. Remitti 
culpas;; ſed ſolum declarari Remifſas ;; and: 


trantis, but not per modum: lmpertzentrs.” 


to him, 2 Cor- 4. 7. Nulla eSt Remiſſo'| 


that the Prieſt doth it per mbdum Impe- | 


And yet becaule untaus 1s commited 
the Miniſtery of Reconciliation, 2 Cor: 
5. 19. and together with that Office' an 
Authority to. work together with God | 
as bis Inſtruments, who maketh us Able | 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament, 2 Cor. 
_ | 3. 6, fo that by the cooperation of God 
our Golpel cometh: not in word only but 
in power, /.1 Thefl. 1..5.--2 Cor. .10, 8, 
Tit. 2..13+ therefore we are ſaid to do 
| thoſe things which are Proper for God a- 
lone:todoe, becauſe God 1s pleaſed told 
{ them by that word of Grate, the 'Miniſte- 
ry whereof he hach committed unto: us. 
Humana opera; Dei munera , as. Optatus 
E ſpeaks 


—— 


[265 ThePotmalOffice 

' [8263 ſpeaks, the Miniſtery is mans, the Gift 
Gods. The Prieft, laith St. Chryſoſtom, 
lendeth. his tongue and his hand, but nei- 
ther Angels nor Archangels can do. the 
thing, but God alone. Humanunr obſe- 
| quiums, munifientia ſuperne poteStargs, ſaith 
'S. Ambroſe, De Spiritu SanGo, 1.3. c. 19. 
the Service is mans, but the Munificence 
is Gods, We looſe by our Paſtoral An- 
| thority whom God raifcth by his quick- 
ning Grace, faith Gregory, Homil. 26. 
in Evang. 

The Matter of this our Preaching is in 
General The whole Counſel of God, Acts 20, | 
3F- All the words of life, Ats5. 20. That 
| which wehave beard of the Lord of Hoſts , 
'»> | If21.10, All whichGod commands with - 
| out daniniſhing a word, Jer. 26. 2. Thou 
ſhalt ſpeak My words unto them faith the 
Lord, Ezek. 2.7 We are Angels, we 
muſt keep toour Meflage; we are {m- 
biſ8adors, we muſt keep to our Commil- 
fron: 'weare Depoſitaries, we muſt di(- 
charge Our truft;; Qnid eſt depoſitumd? laich 
| Vfncentins Lirinenſrs , ſpeaking of rhat 
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Command to Tixothy, i Tim, 6- 20. Id | 


quod tibi Creditum eft, non quod 3 te In- 

wventum, quod accepilti; non quod excogitae 
ſti; rem non ingenit ſed doctrinz, non u- 
ſurpationss private, ſed publice Traditimis, 
in qua non Autor debes eſſe ſed Cuſtos; 
and ſo Origen, The Apoſtle, faith hehath | 
given example to the DoCtors of the 


Church to fpeak to the people, non pro- | 
prizs preſumpta ſementizs, ſed divinis mu- 

zita Teſtimoniis, Our own devices areall |; 
bur chaff, Gods word is the wheat, Fer. | 
{ 23. 28- Ours but Hay and Stubble, His 
Gold and filver and precious ftones, | 


1 Cor. 3.12. | | 
More Particalarly, the Matter of our 


| Preaching Þ Chriſt crucified, and the glad 


'eydings of Remiſſion and Salvation 


| chrough him, A958, 5. 1 Cor, 2+ 9. The 
Credendaall Recapitulated in the doctrine | 


of Chriſt ; the Agendaall ſupplied by the 


\Grace of Chrit ; the Petenda all granted 


jo the Name pf Chriſt; the Commurnicands 


+ Cibus, + Medicina, as Bernard ſpeaks ; 
F E 3 If 


| 


all ſcals of the Lowe of Chriſt, He is £44x, | 


S$erm, 15. 11 
Cantic. 


Se eel 


i 
{ 
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11t I be Ignorant, Chriſt is my Lighe ; if | 
I be Hungry, Chriſt is my food; if 1 be | 
ſick, Chriſt is my Phyſick. Sr ſcribas, | 
non ſapit mibi, uiſe legero ibi Feſum : Si diſ- | 
putes aut conferas, non ſapit mibi, niſt ſonue- 

rit ibi Jeſus: | Our Minilſtery now 1s als 

together Ewangelical; for though we Preach | 
the Law,.yet it is ever in a ſubſcrviency 

| unto-the Goſpel, thatby the Conwictions | 
thereof we 'may. betake our ſelves unto | 
Chriſt for ſhelter from the Curſe which the | 
L aw threatneth, - and for Grate unto the | 
diities which the Law preſcribeth. Oar 

| Saviour ſeemeth unto me to dictate the * 
.| right Method of preaching the Goſpel in | 
.chat:tbreesfald Convitlion of Sin, Righ- | 
\teouſneſſe, and Judgement, John 16:8, | 
(9, "LO, (3508 | 
-.| 11 The Spirit accompanying the prea- 
.ching of the (Goſpel doth: convince'men 
of, their-ſenne , and the wrath: due ' unto 
_ |them for the ſame, antill they ſhall beliewe 
\1n Chriſt, for the: wrath of God'/abiderh 

on unbelievers, 'Jokn:3.'36.:8- 24. Till 
Faith transfer the ſenne upon the Sacri- 

TS ; | fice, 
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fice, it remains upon the ſinner. Here-| 
'by the Soul 1s awakened, and the Heart 
| ſhaken and made reſtleſs Inquiftive af-! 
| ter ſome way of elcape from the wrath 
' to come, Acts 2- ;7. | 
2; il Spirit by the Goſpel convin- | 
| ceth of Righteouſaeſs in Chriſt, who al. 

| beit he was reckoned amongſt Malefa- | 
[ ors, John 19. 7- Ifay 53. 42, yet 
' there was in him Righteouſneſs abundant- 
| ly enough to juſtifie and ſave to the utter- 


' moſt all that come unto God by him, in} 


as much as having tiniſhed the work of 
Redemprion on earth, he is gowe to his 
Father, and is not ſeit back again, but 1s 
\ | fat t_—_—_ at his right hand, pleading the 
propitiation which here he wrought. In 
hrs death believers ſuffered, 2 Cor. 8, 14. 
Rom. &- 6- In his ReſarreGion'they were 
Juſtified, Rom- 4. 25- and In his Aſcen- 
| fron they Have a virtual PRO of 
Heaven, Eph- 2. 6- 

:he-Spirit by the Goſpel convin- 

ceth of Fudgement , whereby 1 under- 


ſand Debitun SubjeBlonis unto Chriſt, | 
| o as 
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as a Judge or Prince to whom all Judg- 
ment, Authority and power is com- 

mitted, John 5. 22, 27. Matth, 28, 18 
ther we haying been delivered from the 


'| wrath to come, and having received {o 


great a Gift as the Righteouſneſle of 


Chriſt, ought to be (ſubject unto him, 


who lied and roſe again that he might be 

Locd both of the dead and living, Rom- 
14. 9+ having demoliſhed the kingdom 
of Satan, and 7udiciallycaſt out, or de-| 
throned the Prince of this wotld John 12 


E12 and deſtroyed him, Heb. 9. 15- ſo 
that being tranſlated from the power of 
darknetſc into the kingdom of Chriſt, 
Ads 26, 18, Col. 1- 13. we ought to 
be reduced unto the obedience of Chriſt, J 


2 Cor: 10- 5- and to-oblcrve and doc 


whatſoever he commandeth, Mat- 28- 20 

for the dodrine of Grace and Salvation 

is a doctrine of Holineſs, Tit. 2. 11. 14+ 
In th3s Method ought the Goſpel of 


Salvation to be preached, that neither 


| |the diſcovery of ſine may drive yen un- | 
| to.deſpair, but cauſe themto flye for San- | 


Qtuary | 


es, 
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Euary unto the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt | 
and free Grace of God in hum ; and that 
the magnifying of Free Grace and the Gift 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſſe, may not induce 
a neglect of Holineſs, Rom- 6. 8, 2, 14 15, 
bur that the Love of Chriſt may con- 
ſtrain them nor henceforth to live unto 
then ſelves, but unto him that died for 
them and roſe again, 2 Cor. 5. 14. | 
Now for the Manner how this part of 
che Miniſtery of Reconciliation is to be | 
[be diſpenicd;weare to preach the word 
| [. Demon$tratively, & danriddEa mydbuar®@ , 
ſo as to commend our felves to every 
mans conſcience in the tight of God; and 
they may confeſſe chart God is in us 
of a't1 uth. Ht: 
| 2 Sincerely, not handling the word | 
' of God deceitfully, nor complying with | 
the Luſts of men to gratific them in | 
their wayes, as the Priefs of hab did, 
ratber diſpleafing raen with that doGrine 
which profees; then pleaſing them. with | 
char which betrayes their Souls; as a 
Phyſician doth not fo much confider | 
_ _whac || 
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as a Judge or Prince to whom all Judg- 
ment, Authority and power 1s com- 
mitted, John 5. 22, 27. Matth, 28, 18 
that we having been delivered from the 


'| wrath to come, and having received {o 


great a Gift as the Righteouſneſle of 
Chriſt, ought to be ſubject unto him, 
who died and roſe again that he might be 
'Locd both of the dead and living, Rom- 
14. 9+ having deneliſhed the kingdom 


_ of Satan, and 7udiciallycaſt out, or de- 


throned the Prince of this wotld, John 1 2 
37. and deſtroyed him, Heb. 9. 15- fo 


that being tranſlated from the power of | | 


darknetſe into the kingdom of Chrift, 
Acts 26, 18, Col. 1- 13. we ought to 


be reduced unto the obedience of Chriſt, 


'2 Cor- 10- 5- and to-oblerve and doe 
whatſoever he commandeth, Mat- 25- 20 
for the doctrine of Grace and Salvation 
is a doctrine of Holineſs, Tit. 2. 11. 14+ 
In ths Method ought the Golpel of 


Salvation to be preached, that neither 


a - Paftoral Office. Oh | 


the diſcovery of ſenxe may drive mn un- 
to.deſparr, but cauſe themto flye for San- 


' 


| 


Py Ctuary 


a - . 


The Taftoral Office. 


Euary unto the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
and free Grace of God in him ; and char 
the magnifying of Free Grace and the Gift 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſle, may not induce 
a neglect of Holineſs, Rom: 6. 8, 2, 14 15, 
bur that the Love of Chriſt may con- 
ſtrain them not henceforth to live unto | 
then ſelves, but unto him that died for 
chem and roſe again, 2 Cor. 5. 14. 

' Now for the Manner how this partof 
che Miniſtery of Reconciliation is to be | 
be diſpeni<d;weare to preach the word 

t. DemonFratively, i dr-Mdfe nrhuer® , 


ſo as to commend our felves to every: 


mans conſciencein the tight of God, and 
they may confeſſe chat God is in us 


© 2 Sincerely, not handling the word 
of God deceitfully, nor complying with 
the Luſts of men to pratific them in 
their wayes, as the PrieSts of {hab did, 
rather diſpleafing men with that dodrine 
which profees; then pleaſing them. with 
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char which' betrayes their Souls; as a Y 
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= | 


— —  — ——— 


—_— 


ts. Ant wy — OE. en cet _— - . OW ——_ _—_ ——— ——_—— 


C Thbe P aftoral Ofee | 


Aye I FTE nee ee ene > — 6 


| \ what will pleaſe his Patients palate as 
what will cure his diſeaſe, The A. 
| poſtle profeſſeth in oneplace, That if 
| he pleaſed men, he ſhould not be the ſer. 
vant of Chriſt, Gal- 1, 1c- and yet in | 
| another place he ſaich that he pleaſed | 
| All men in All things, 1 Cor., 1 0. 33. 
| ' But this was not mentiendi de bderid , but 
| compatientis affectu, not out of Colluſ 10n 
bur Condeicenſion, to gain, ſave, edifie, 
, profit them. | | 
3 Wilely, ſo as to fit the word to 
the fate of thoſe that hear us, to pive e- 
very one his «wile, Mat, 24.45, the 
| Apoſtle preached 50:28 exlinlor, Cop, 3.10 
.10, we mult not preach comforts ſo as 
chat profane perſons may miſtake them | 
as theirs, nor threatnings 1o as to make 
| {ad the hearts of thoſe. whom the Lord 
bath not made ſad. 
| 4 Boldly , not fearing the faces of 
men in the work of God, ſer- 1.5. not 
| concealingany partof Gods Counſel,be- 
cauſe haply it may be unwelcom to 49s 
that hear ir, | but freely and confidently, 


UETH | 
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Counſel of God, as Mzcarah to Abab, 
as Amos to Jeroboam. Moſt wicked 
| men are of YVirellizs his mind, they love 
to hear nothing nif# jucunda &* leſura. 
But it they have the boldneſle co commir 
fin, ſhould not we have the Courage to 


which can humble an 4hab, a Felix, a 
Belſhaz%er; which can ſtrike an awe and 
rrverence into the heart of a' Fozſþ to- 
wards Eliſha, and of Herod towards Fobe 
.| the Baptist, 2 Reg. 13. 14+ Marks. 20 
i God hath !hreatned to confound us, if we 
be diſmayed in his work, Jer. 1-17. He 
hath promiſed to be with us, Matth. 28. 
20, to Stand by wg, 2 Tim-4. 16. in the 
diſcharge of (o great a truſt;, and will 
| | gize teftimony to the word of his grace, 
Ads 14. 3- His word rightly admini- 
ſtred,is as nails, goads, arrows, a two edg- 
ed ſword , dividing atunder ſoul and ſpi- 


che thoughts and intents of the heart. 
5s Meckly, affectionately \, with all 


— 


| 2] Tavis Teppnoies, to deliver the whole 


reprove it? There i Majeſty in the word 


rit, joynts and marrow, a diſcerner of | 


F Love | 
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Love and tenderneſs to the ſouls of our | 
Hearers , in meekneſſe inftruSing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tim- 2. 25. 
wich the ſpirit of Meekneſle, Refto-. 
riag thote that are overtaken in a 
fault, Gal- 6,1: & Preacher, as a Chirur- | 
gian, (hould have an Eagles eye to diſco-, 
ver the ſtate of the Soul, a' Lions beart | 
to ſearch ſpiritual wounds, and a Ladies | 
band to drefle them with all tenderneſſe 
and ſympathy. The Servant of the Lord | 
muſt be Gentle towards all men: 
6 Plainly, without unneceſſzry affce- 
tation or oſtentation of the Fnticing j® 
' words of mans wiſdom, or of meer hu. 
mane and exotick wit or learning, The 
Apoſtle, though a great Scholar, would | 
not ground the faith of his hearers upon 
| the wiſdom of men, but upon the pow- 
er of God, 1 Cor- 2- 4,5. and warneth 
them to take heed of thoſe who would 
ſpoyl them through Philoſophy and vain 
deceit, Col. 2-8. _ | | 
| © And herea needfull Queſtion may be| 
propoſed, How farr forth a Miniſter 


may | 


| 


The Paſtoral Office. hes 


may make uſe of Humane wit or learn- 
ing 1h the ſervice of the Church ? Lear. 
111g 18 a noble Gift of God. It was the 
Honour of Moſes that he was learned in 
a!l thelearning of the Egyptians, As 7. 
22. And every good Giit of God may 


| be ſanGified for the uſe of the Church as | 
| Ithe Crown of the King of Rabbah was 
ſet upon the Head of David, 2 Sam, 12. 


30. and the ſpoiles of the Heath en were 
dedicated to the Lord, 2 Sam. 8. 11,12. 


| Clemens Alexand, calls it, yyorefulied el 
TioTn, as men lay a ground of ſome meg- 
' wer colour when they intend to over- 


lay with Gold. Singular uſe did the An- 
tient Fathers, Tertullian, Tuſtin Martyr, 


| Origen, Clem. Alexand. Cyprian, Theophi- 


7 


lus, Arnobius, AuguStine, Enſzbins, Mi- 
nutivs Felix, Theodoret, and others make 
of this kind of the [earning of the Hea- 

then in defence of Chriſtian Religt- 
ON, as David ſlew Goliah with his own 


Philoſophers ot Athens from the In- 


| ſcription of their own Alrar, As 17. 


1 | 23 
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(word; as the Apoftle diſputed with the | | 
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1123+ 24+ Of which Inſcription we read 


in PhilsStratus , Panſanias, and others, - 
wery many paſſages z and expreſſions of | 
Holy Scripture cannot be ſo clearly un. 
derſtood without the knowledge of 
thole uſages. mentioned in Heathen 
Writers, whereunto they referre; of 
which we meet with diverſe inſtan- 
ces in the /goniftica of Petrus Faber | 
| and multitudes of other Learned: 

Writers : To ſay nothing of the eminent 
ervice done in this kinde to the Church 
of Chriſt by Beza, Grotins, Heinſws, 
Scultetus, Gataker , and divers others. 
Thus a Moabitiſh woman became an Iſrae- 
lite, if her head were ſhaven and her nails. | 
(Pann Thus Theodoſins reſerved the 
Golden veflels of the Heathen Temples 
unto the uſe of the Chriſtian Church. 
ChriSlianus Domini ſuieſſe intelligit , ubj» 
cunque invenerit veritatem- We find the 
Apoſtle himſelf making ſometimes uſe 
of the Heathen Poets, and as I may fo 


| ſpeak, bringing thoſe Greeks into the 


| Femple: 
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And for Wit, though it be naturally a 
proud and unruly thing, yet it may be fo 
ſanGlifyed by Grace,and fixed by humility, 

| he co be of great uſe to the Church of 
God. The Holy Scripture 13 full of cu* 
Pi rious Elegancies and Paranomaſies of this 
/ |kind, and ſome have written juſt vo- 
Jumes de Rhetorzca ſacra, of thele Scri- 
| prure Elegancies - What higher ſtrain 
| | of wit could be uſed then that Acts 5. 
41. they went away 1ejoycing #7: xa7+ - 
| E:617es dTredire, that they were Honou- 
red with diſhonour for che name of 
Chriſt 2 Which of the nobleft Orators or 
Poets amonglt rhe Heathen can paralie] 
that expreſſion of the Apoltle touching 
| the Glory tocome, #43 wpbonls 21s Vaponlw 
| «1&9 Big Stn. 2 COr- 4.47. It wereend- 
| Jeſſe to inſtance in thele kind of parti- 
| culars: And how Wir may be fanQift« 
| edto the uſe of the Chureh, we have de- 
licate | examples in the Apologetick of 
Tertullian, in the Epilile of Cyprian to 
Donatus, in Minutins Felix his Octavius, 
' {in the Orations of Gregory Naxienzen 
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| and Baſil, in the Sermons of Chryſoſtom, 
Bernard, Chryſologus , and multitudes of 
others amongſt che Anticnts, To ſay, 

nothing of the Worthies in our own Church 
and of our own time, amongſt whom 


| þ cannot but mention my molt R eligi- 


ous , and moſt Excellent Predeceſſor in 
this Dioceſſe, whoſe writings are like 
the Land of Canaan, flowing with milke 
'and honey. Now in this particular 1 
ſhould adviſe thoſe who have vigorous 
and predominant witts, of whom we may 
ay, as Quintilian ſaid of Seneca, It is 
pity they ſhould not do as they ought, 
who can. do as they will, that they 
would not too much indulge n looſen 
the reynes unto Juxuriancy cy in in 
ſo ſo)emn and feriousa work as prea- 
ching the Goipel, but proportion their 
ballaſt to their ſayl ; and temper their 
fancy with Humility , pietie, and pru- 


dence. lo as they may render ſevere and | 


- ſolid truths the wore amiable, and recon- 


cile the minds of their hairs the better | 
unto ſound and ſaving dodrine, as Phy- 


__ ſatians 
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ſant webiculum to gratifie the palar, & pre- 
vent the faſtidium of their tenderPatients, 
| Atrer this manner muſt we preach the 
Goſpel, diſchirging faithfully towards 


[in us; for it 18required in Stewards that 
a man be found faithful}, 1 Cor. 4+ 2. 
Now there being three wayes of Pa- 
floral Feeding, as Bernard hath obſetved, | 
Ore, Mente, Opere, by Preaching, Pray- | 
ing, and Living, it is neceſſary to adde 
theſe two latrer unto that which we 
have already handled. 1. To be the 
Lords Remembrancers., and to give our 
{clves continually to prayer, Acts 6. 4. 
If we Conſider the Great Importance of | 
our Miniftery in diſpenſing the unfear- | 
chabie Riches of Chriſt ; the great dif- 
culty of the work , for which without 
divine affiltarce none can be ſufficient » 
the Divine efficacy and Cooperation 
required unto the ſucceſſe of ic : the 


and great Concernments of the Church of 
| | God 


God and men'the truſt which is repoſed | 
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Infinite preciouſneſſe of the ſoules of men, bi 
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| 7 God over which we have an Inſpettion, 
| we cannot but grow unto holy Cyprians 
| Reſolution, who thus faith of himſelf in 
| hisBook De bono pudicitie, Non ſolum profe- 
 rimusverba qua de ſcripturarum ſacris fon- 
| tibus weniunt, ſed cumipſnz werbis __ ad 
Dominum © wota ſociamms. 

2, We mult give 1eflimony unto our 
doctrine by 8 Godly Example, as Faul re- 
quireth "— and Titus, i Tim.4. 82. 
Tit. 2. 7. and Peter all E1ders, 1 Pet. 5. 
3-45 John was both a ſhining and a Burn- 
ing Lamp, John 5, 35. The Star which 
led the wiſe men unto Chriſt, the Pzllar 
of fire which led the Chilor.n unto Ca- 
naan, did not onely ſhine, bur go before 
them, Matth, 2: 9. Exod, 13. 21, the 
woice of Jacob will do little good if the 
| hands be the hands of Eſau. In the Law 
no perſon who had any bleyuiſh was to ot- 
fer the Qblations of the Lord, Lewir. 21 
|17--- $0-the Lord thereby teaching us 
what Graces ought to be in hisMiniſters, 
T he Prieſt was to have in his robes Bells 
and Fomgranatesgthe one a figure of found 


| | h dodrine, 
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dodarine, and the other of a fruitfull life, 
Exod. 28. 33,34: the Lord will be ſar. 
Hifyed in all thole that drawnear unto 
| him, Ifa. 52.1 1. for the ſins of the Prieſts 
make the people abhorr the offering of 
the Lord, « Sam. 3.17, their wicked lives 
do ſhame their doftrine ; - Paſſionem Chriſti 
| annunciant profutendo, mal&ayendo exbono» 
| rant, as S- Anſtine (peaks, with their do- 


_ | Grinethey build, and with theirlives they 
| defiroy. The Miniſter who will winne his ' 


people, muſt not only doSGorexs wirtutis 
| ſe prabere, ſed ducem, as LaGantins , ut fe 
| precipientem ſequi notznt, ſequantur antece- 
| dentem. The ſalt which isit ſelf anſavory, 
will hardly ſealon other things. I con- 
clude this point with chat wholſom paſſage 
of Hieron ad Nepotianum, Letnot, faith 
he, thy works ſhame thy dodriae, leſt 
they who hear thee in the Church racit- 


I —— —— 


{ly anſwer, Why doeſt thou not thy ſelf 


| what thou teacheſt others? He is too de- 
| licate a teacher who periwadeth others 


to faſt with a full belly, A Robber may | 


G mens, 


| 


accuſe Covetouſnels.S acerdtss ChriSti 0s, | 


| 
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| Wwens, manuſque co concordent; a Miniſter of | 

' Chriſt ſhould have his rongue, and his | 
' heart, and his hand agree. 

-I ſhall conclude all with Two words 

| of Exhortation , one to my Reveren/ 

| | Brethren in the: -Clergy, and the other to 
| the people. 

To my Brethren: That they would with | 
all their might ſet about this moſt neceſla- 
ry work of feeding the flock over which 
& Holy Ghoſt hath made them Over- | | 
ſeers, &+ therby teſtifie their love unto Chriſt, 
who by that Love dorh adjure us to feed 
his ſheep-and-lambs, Jobn 2.1: 15 16,17. If 
we would not be an Anathema Maranatha. 
for not loving of Chriſt, we muſt do that | 
which he by lo ſtrong an argument as the 
Love of him doth injoyn. Is ir poſſible | 
for a man to love the father, and to FFarwe 
the children ? Is it poſlible to lope the 
Lord, and to neglect his doubled and re- | 
doubled command? 1s it poſlible to love 
God, and to hate our brethren ? Or do we 
nor hate our brethren - when we betray 
their ſouls to perdition? Olct us lay to | 
weart | 


j 
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[heart that moſt ſolemn and tremendous 
charge cf the Apoſtle, TI charge thee before 
| God, andthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
| judge the quick and hg dead at bis appear ing | 
und bis kingdom, real the word, be inſtaut 
in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke. e x- 
' borty with all long-ſuffering and dofrine, 
'2 Tim, 4+ 4, 2, Let us conſeder the dread- | 
(full {ccompr which at that fiery Tribunal 
of this Great Judge will be required of 
us, Heb. 13.17: the woe which we incurr 
if we neglect ir, x Cor. 9g, 16. and the 
| horrid guilt of the blood of fouls which 
thereby we contraQt, Ezeck. 3- 17,18,20 
their blood will I require at thy hand 
Let us conſider the unvaluable preciouſneſs 
of the ſou's commited to our. charge, 
of more worth then all the world be- 
| fide, Mat.1$.26, in{omuch that Heathen 
men bave ſaid, Lvyns 4/leZrmv whtr. Juxns ana | 
Twad]epor. It is the property of a Reaſona- 
ble ſoul, faich /ntoninus the Heathen 
Emperour , w## i«v]3; redar. to. preferre 
nothing before it ſelf. O what a do!eful [ 
thing will it be to have the everlaſting: 


: 
NGOS... oem. 
A 
' ; ” a WIDS IO 1 ca 


CG 2 | per-| 


—— 


. 
— 


44 


ThePaſtoral Office. | 


- > — —O— ——— I — 
— y _— — 


—_— 


——_— 


PRI 4 


perdition of juch precious fou's ro lie up- 


| of ſo great dangers? Laſtly, confider we 
| the weight and grearnefſe of that Crown of 


| flock of God.. They who turn many. tS | 
| Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as Stars for ever 
| and ever, 1 Pct. 5. 4+ Dan.12.3, What 


on our betraying of them! Conſider the 
Ineftimable price wherwith they were urs | 
chaſed, even the Blood of God, 4&4; 20 

28. and how fearfulla thing it wiil be for 

ihe Blood of Chriſt to cry out againſt 

vs for deſtroying thoſe fouls which that 

blood d1d purchaſe. Conſider the continual 
Dangers thele precious touls are expoſed 
to, the wigtlancy of a cunning, 2 power full 
a malicious adverſary, who goeth about 
feeking to devour them, 1 Pez. 5.5 the 
baits, ſnares, examples, and entanglements. 
of an evil world, the ſwarms of Innume- 
rable inward luſts which warr againſt the 
ſoul. O how vigilant ſhould we be to. 
forewarn & arm them again? the aflaule 


Righteouſneſs and glory which the Chief 
Shepherd reſerveth for all thoſe who wil- 
lingly and with a ready mind feed the 
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+ Glorious Teftimony will it be before the 
throne of Chriſt at the laſt day, when ſo | | 
many ſouls ſhall tand forth and ſay, This |' | 
was the hand which ſnatched us out of the 
| | fire, This rongue was to us a tree of life, his 
Reproof: FE, convidions awakened us, his 
'Exhortations per(wad:d us, his Conſolations 
-xevived us, his wiſdon? counſel 'd us, his ex- 
ample ouided i us antothis Glory | Sooke are ; 
apr to chirge Clergymen with ambitious | 
ifuance of dignitiesand prefermears ; 
Behold here a preferment worthy the climb- 
ing attcr, a dignity worthy to be contended | 
fer, an bely, an Apoſtolical Ambition, as St. 
Pauls expreſſion Importeth,#Ji voy Gayee 
aitet, Row. 15. 20, Which is as much as 
A mbitioſs conatu pradicare Ewvargelityprea- | 
ching the Goſpel wherc it had nor before | | 
been heard, was the Apoſtles greateſt honor | i 
which an bitioully he did atpi:e unto. | 
' To the People, 1. We exhoit them tor | 
pray for. their Miniſters, ſince they have a 
Service ovPon them which withontdivine | 
Grace none are ſufficient for, that God | 


would by his ſpecial afliſtance enable them 
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| | Bethleem, (pill chem on the ground,and let 


_ [turn the prayers of your Paſtors into curſes, 
* [their Sermons 1nto a favour of death, and 


 |Shall they begg mg for y ou, and will you 


ro ditcharge logreata truſt, God commands | 
it, We beſeech 1 it, our weaknefs wants it, your ' | 
ſouls requirent; the more you pray "Ba your | 
| Miniſter, the more you will profit by him- 
You belp to edifie your ſelves, you belp him 
co ſtudy and pray and picach for you, 
while you pray topdyw. 
2 Totake beed{that\the labour of your 
{ Minifters for your ſouls be not by your 
| hs all in vain. Do not with our 
Sermons, which coſt us ſo hard labour, as 
| David cid with the water of the well of 


re ern I eee ee eee eee ee ee ee 


them cry from thence, like the blood of 
Abel againſt you. So long a5 he keeps to 
his Commiſſion, and delivers the Counſel 
| of God, you camot deſpiſe the work of your | 

MiniSter , but you do therewithall deſpiſe 
the blood of your Saviour. If your fouls be 
dear in their eyes , ſhould they be «le in 
your own © W1ll you by your wickednels 


their tears into the blood of your own ſouls? 
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| rejedt it? Shall they render Grace unto you, | 
and will you reſiſt it? Shall they open for yau 
the door of Life, & will you ſhuc ic againſt 
your ſelves ? Shall Chriff by them beſeech 
you, and will you by your Impenitency 
refuſe him?ls it not aReaſonable Requeſt, 
chouph you will not love your Minitters, 
et not to Hate nor deſtroy your ſelves J 


| Sermons preached to be praiſcd onely, and 


| and will you Reprowe God ia him? Shall he 
take up the weapons .of God to with- 
ſtand ſinne , and will yow take up 
the weapons of luſt to withſtand! God ! 
[s' it good to kick againſt che p-icks ? 


Law be pur to flight ? where it doth nor 
| perſwade, c47 it not curſe ? Do we provoke 
| theLord to jealoulic?ace we ſtronger then 
he ? Shall che Miniſter in the name ot 
God, forewarn uz of the wrath to come, 
and ſha!l we bzlye the Lord, and ſay Ir 1s 
not © he ? Shall we blſſe where God curſ- 


Muſt he Teach, and you not Learn? Muſt 
he open his lips, and you ſhut your ears? are: 


not obeyed? Muſt he Reprove Sin in you, - 


Will Gods word be impune deſpiſed? Can his- 


eth? | : 
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| eth? and promiſe peace, where God | 
clameth warre ? Shall we ſell oar {cleefto to | 
6 in, and mike a Covenant with Hell and 
row as if we could (in ſecurely, and | 
chooſe whither we would periſh or no ? 
Will not the Lord make us know at the 
laſt whoſe word ſhall ſtand, His or Oars ? 
| O that the Lowe of Chriſt might conſtrain 
us, and his Goodneſs lead us unro Repen- 
tance, that when Chriſt doth beſeech xs, 
'we would be perſwaded ot ro deny him! 
Did Satandye for us? Did the world or the 
eſþ ever redeem us ? were they ſcourged, or 
ne or-crucified to ſave us? O thar| 
Chriſt ſhould be perſwaded to dye for us, | 
and we ſhould give him his blood back a-| 
gain, and chooſe rather to dye our ſelves! | 
 Conſi der what 7 ſay, and the Lord pive| 
'you underſtanding in all things. «Aft 
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